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FAIR TREATMENT

Bailroad Owners Are Entitled
to Adequate Compensation
"He Tells Congress.

ASKED FOR NEW LEGISLATION

Executive Belleves Return Sheuld
Average Net Operating Income
for the Past Three Yeara.

Washington.—To guarantee proper

“returns to the railroads in the period

of government operation, the Presi-
dent recommended that Congress pro-
vide compensation at the rate of the
same net operating income as the
roads have received for the three pre-
ceding fiscal years.

The President’s address to Congress
follows: )

“Gentlemen of the Congress: 1
have asked the privilege of addrensing
you in order to report to you that De-
cember 28, during the recess of the
Congress, acting through the Secre-
tary of War and under the authority
conferred upon me by the act of Con-
gress approved August 29, 1916, I took
possession and assumed control of
the railway lines of the country and
the systems of water transportation
under their control.

“This step seemed to be impera-
tively necessary in the interest of the
public welfare, in the presence of the
groat tasks of war with which we
are now dealing.

“As our own experience develops
difficulties and makes it clear what
thay are, I have deemed it my duty
to remove those difficulties wherever
I have the legal power to do 80,

Must Moblilize All Resources.

“To assume control of the vast rail-
way systems of the country is, I real-
ize, a very heavy responsibility, but
to fail to do so in the existing circum-
gtances would have been much greal-
er. I assumed the less responsibility
rather than the greater.

“] am sure that I am speaking the
mind of all thoughtful Americans
when I say that it is our duty as the
representatives of the Nation to do
everything that is necessary to do to
gecure their complete mobilization of
the whole resources of America by as
rapid and effective a means as can
be found.

“Transportation supplies all the ar-
terles of mobilization. Unless it be
under a single and unified direction,
the whole process of the Nation's ac-
tion is embarrassed.

Voluntary Action Falled.

It was in the true spirit of America
and it was right, that we should first
try to effect the necessary unification
under the voluntary action of those
who were in charge of the great rail-
way properties; and we did try it

“The directors of the raflways re-
sponded to the need promptly and gen-
erously. The group of raflway execu-
tives who were charged with the task
of actual co-ordination and general di-
rection performed their difficult du-
ties with patriotic zeal and marked
ability, as was to have been expected,
and did, T believe, everything that it
was possible for them to do in the cir-
cumstances.

“If 1 have taken the task out of
their nands it has not been because of
any dereliction or failure on their
part, but only because there were
gome things which the government
can do and present mansgement can-
not.

“We shall continue to value most
highly the advice and assistance of
these gentlemen and I am sure we
ghall not find them withholding it.

“It has become unmistakably plain
that only under government adminis-
tration can the entire equipment of

portation

be fully and unreservedly thrown into
a common service without imjurious
discrimination against particular prop-
erties.

Should Be Falr to Owners.

“While the present authority of the
executive sufticed for all purposes of
administration, and while, of course,
all private interests must for the pres-
ent glve way to the particular neces-
sity, it is, 1 am sure you will agree,
right and necessary that the owners
and creditors of the railways, the hold-
ers of thelr stocks and bonds should
receive from the~government an un-
qualified guarantee that their proper-
ties will be maintained throughout the
period of federal control in as good
repair and as complete equipment as
at present, and that the several roads
will recelve under federal manage-
ment such compensation as is equit-
able and just alikt to the owners and
to the general public.

“l wounld suggest the average net
railway operating income of the three
years ending June 30, 1917, °

Compensation Should Be Prompt.

“I earnestly recommend that these
guarantees be given by appropriate
legislation, and given s promptly as
circumstances permit.

“T need not point out the essential
justice of such guarantees and thelr
great influence.and significance as ele-
ments in the present financial and in-
dustrial situation of the country. In-
deed, one of the strong arguments for
assuming control of the rzilroads at
this time is the finmancial argument.

“It is necessary that the values of
rallway securities should be justly
and fairly paid and that the large fi-
nancial operations every year neces-
sary in connection with the mainten-
ance, operation and development of
the roads should, during the period of
the war, be wisely related to the fi-
nancial operations of the government,

“Our first duty Is, of course, to con-
serve the common interest and the
common safety and to make certwxin
that nothing stands in the way of the
successful prosecution of the great
war for liberty and justice, but it is
an obligation of public conscience and
of public honor that the private inter-
ests we disturb should be kept safe
from unjust injury, and it is of the
utmost consequence to the govern-
ment itself that all great financial
operations should be stabilized and co-
ordinated with the financial - opera-
tions of the government, No borrow-
ing should run athwart the borrow-
ings, of the federal treasury, and no
fundamental industrial values should
anywhere be unnecessarily impaired.

“In the hands of many small invest-
ors in the country, as well as in na-
tional banks, in insurance companies,
in savings banks, in trust companies,
in financial agencies of every kind
railway securities, the sum total of
which runs up to some ten or eleven
thousand million dollars, constitute a
vital part of the structure of credit,
and the unquestioned solidity of that

'| structure must be maintained.

McAdoo the Right Man.

“The Secretary of War and I easily
agreed that, In view of the many com-
plex interests which must be safe-
guarded and harmonized, as well as
because of his exceptional experience
and ability in this new field of gov-
arnmental action, Mr. William G. Mc-
Adoo was the right man to assume di-
rect administrative control of this new
executive task. At our request, he
consented to assume the authority and
duties of organizer and director gen-
eral of the new railway administration.
He has assumed those duties and his
work is in active progress.

“It is probably too much to expect
that even under the unified rallwzy
administration, which will now be pos-
sible, sufficient economies can be ef-
fected in the operation of the railways
to make it possible to add to their
pment and extend their operative
facilities as much as the present ex-
traordinary demands upon their use
will render desirable without resorting
to the natiomal treasury for the funds.

Nation Must Aid Financially.

“if it is not possible It will, of
mumwmmm
mmmdmtwthﬂ
purpose. The Secretary of the Treas-
ury will advise with your committees
with regard to this very practical as-
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SLAVE DRIVERS”

Methods of Exponents of German
“Kultur” in Carrying Out
Deportation Order.

ADD HYPOCRISY TO CRUELTY.

Officers of “Modern Attila” Gave At-
titude of England as Excuse for
Repeating in France Atrocl-
ties Practiced in Belglum.

Rt

The course of the German armies
in France was marked with the same
brutalities that characterized the oc-
cupation of Belgium. Ample proof
has been produced that the entire
proceedings were a deliberale part
of the calculated system of “fright-

fulness.”

In France the German system of
forced labor and deportations, with Its
horrors, was the same as In Belgium.
In this article is shown the real iden-
tity of German practice In both occu-
pled reglons. ‘This can be done from
the official documents and from a sum-
mary by Ambassador Gerard. The
harrowing detalls may be gathered
from the scores of depositions which
accompany the mote nddressed by the
French government to the governments
of the neutral powers July 25, 1916.
These are on file In the state depart-
ment, and have also been transiated,
along with the official documents, In
“The Deportation of Women and
Girls From Lille.” (New York, Doran.)

German Proclamation at Lllle.

“The attitude of England makes the
provisioning of the populntion more
and more difficult. .

“T'o reduce the misery, the German
authoritles have recently asked for
volunteers to po and work In the
country. This offer has not had the
success that was expected.

“In consequence of this the Inhab-
{tants will be deported by order and
removed Into the country. Persons
deported will be sent to the interlor
of the occupled territory in France, far
behind the front, where they will be
employed In agricultural Isbor, and
not on any military work whatever.
By this measure they will be glven
the opportunity of providing better
for their subsistence,

“Iu case of necessity, provisions can
be obtalned through the German de-
pots. Every person deported will be
allowed to take with him 30 kilo-
grams of baggage (household utenslls,
clothes, ete.), which [t will be well to
make ready at once.

] therefore order that no one, uan-
til further orders, shall change his
place of residence. No one may ab-
sent himself from his declared legal
residence from 9 p. m. to 6 a. m. (Ger-
man time), unless he Is In possession
of a permit In due form.

“Inasmuch as this is an Irrevocable
measure, it 1s In the Interest of the
population itself to remain calm and
obedient.

“COMMANDANT.

*“YIille, April, 1616.”

Notice Distributed In Lille.

“All the inhabitants of the houses,
with the exceptlon of children under
fourteen and their mothers, and also
of old people, must prepare themselves
for transportation in an hour and a
half"s time.

“An officer will decide definitely
what persons will be taken to the
concentration camps,. For this pur
pose all the Inhabltants of the house
must sssemble In front of it; In case
of bad weather they may remain In

be useless. No Inmate of the house,
even those who are not to be trans-
leave the house before

and Srmly affixed. This address must
contain the surname and the Christian
name and the number of the Identity

card.
“ETAPPEN-EOMMANDANTUR.
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days ago; we think It our duty te
bring these detalls to your notice by
reproducing textuanlly the declarations,
which have been made to us:

**These deportations,began towards
Haster. The Germans announced that
the Inhabitants of Roubaix, Tourcolng,
Lille, etc,, were going to be transport-
ed Into French districts where thelr
provisioning would be easler.

“iAt night, at about two o'elock in
the morning, & whole district of the
town was Invested by the troops of oc-
cupation. To each house was distrib-
uted a pfinted notice, of which we give
herein an exact reproduction, preserv-
Ing the style and spelling.’ (See docu-
ment, above.)

““The inhabitants 8o warned were to
hold themselves ready to depart an
hour and a half after the distribution
of the proclumation.’

“'Bach family, drawn up outside the
house, was examined by an officer, who
polnted out haphazard the persons who
were to go. No words can express the
barbarity of this proceeding nor de-
scribe the heartrending scenes which
occurred ;, young men and girls took
hasty farewell of thelr parents—a fare-
well hurried by the German soldlers
who were executing the infamous task
—rejolned the group of those who were
going, and found themselves In the
middle of the street, surrounded by
other soldiers with fixed bayonets.’

““Poars of despair on the part of
parents and children Bo ruthlessly
separated dld not soften the hearts of
the brutal Germuns, Sometimes, how-
ever, a more kind-hearted officer yleld-
ed to too great despair and did not
choose all the persons whom he should
—by the terms of his Instructions—
have separated.’

Herded Like Cattle.

““These girls and lads were taken
in street cars to factories, where they
were numbered and labeled like cattle
and grouped to form convoys. In these
factories, they remained 12, 24 or 36
hours until & train was ready to re-
move them.’

““The deportation began with the
villages of Roncy, Halluln, etc,, then
Tourcolng and Roubalx. In the towns
the Germans proceeded by districts.’

“ I all about 30,000 persons are sald
to have been carried off up to the pres-
ent. This monstrous operation has
taken eight to ten days to accomplish.

“‘The reason given by the German
authorities I1s @ humanitarian (1) one.
They have put forward the -following
pretexts: provisioning I1s golog to
break down In the large towns In the
north and their suburbs, whereas In
the Ardennes the feeding is easy and
cheap.'

*“'It Is known from the ¥oung men
and girls, since sent back to their
families for reasons of health, that in
the department of the Ardennes the
victims are lodged in a terrible man-
pner, In disgraceful promiscuity; they
are compelled to work In the flelds. It
is unnecessary to say that the inhabi-
tauts of our towns are not trained to
such work. The Germans pay them
1.50 m. But there are complaints of
insufficient food.'

“Barbarity of Slave Drivera®

““They were very badly recelved In
the Ardennes. The Germans had told
the Ardennals that these were “volun-
teers” who were coming to work, and
the Ardennais proc@eded to recelve
thein with many iosults, which only
ceased when the forcible deportation
of which they were the victims became
known.'

“ ‘Feeling ran especially high In our
towns. Never has so iniquitous a
measure been carried out., The Ger-
mans have shown all the barbarity of
siave drivers.'

“*The families so scatiered are In
despair and the meorale of the whole
population is gravely affected. Boys
of fourteen, schoolboys In knlcker-
bockers, young girls of fifteen to six-
ten have been carried off, and the de-
spairing protests of their parents failed
to touch the hearts of the German offi-
cers, or rather executioners.”

“One last detail: 'The persons so
deported are sallowed to write home
once & month ; that is to say, even less
often than military prisoners.’

“We do not wish here to enter into
the question of provisioning in the in-
vaded districts; others, better quali-
fied than ourselves, give you, as we
know, frequent information. It is
enough for us to describe In a few
words the situation from this aspect:

Entire Pepulation in Misery.

for Coughs

<oite PERUNA

An Efficient Remedy
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experi
ands in
years,

today as firm as the eternal
hills in the confidence of an
enormous number.

What Helped Them May Help You

Get our free booklet, “Health
and How to Have It,” of your drug-
gist, or write direct tous.

The Peruna Company
Columbus, Ohio

"

3 no more pacessary
Smallpox, Amy
experience has demonstrated
the almost miraculous effle

gacy, and harmlemness, of Antityphold V
hmnoww%pwch&m and

Ask your cian, druggist, or send for
gou had Typhold!” telling of Typhold Vaccine,
gesults from use, and danger from Typhold Carzlers,
Producing Vaceines nad Sorums under U. 8. Liconse
The Cutter Laberatory, Berkoley, Cal., Chicago, Ik

Admonition Wasted.

“Say, old chap, lend me ten dollars.”
“This eagerness for money Is very
bad; don't you know that money, after

all, is nothing but trouble?”
“Well, it's my disposition to be bor-
rowing trouble,”

PROVEN SWAMP-ROOT
AIDS WEAK KIDNEYS

The symptoms of kidney and bladder
troubles are often very distressing and
leave the system in a run-down condition,
The kidneys seem to suffer most, as al-
most every victim complains of lame back
and urinary troubles which should not be
neglected, as these danger signals often
lead to more dangerous kidney troubles.

Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Root which, so
many peoille say, soon heals and strength-
ens the kidneys, is a splendid kidney,
liver and bladder medicine, and, being
an herbal compound, has a gentle heal-
ing effect on the kidneys, which is al-
most immediately noticed in most cases
by those who use it.

A trial will convince anyone who may
be in need of it. Better get a bottle from
your nearest drug store, and start treat-
ment at once.

However, if you wish first to test this

t preparation send ten cents to Dr.

ilmer & Co., Binghamton, N. Y., for a
sample bottle, When writing be sure and
mention this paper.—Adv.

No Fun for Him.
The af®r-dinner orator never ens
joys the menu as well as the fellow
who starts the applause.
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